
FAITH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH                        NOVEMBER 29, 2015 
  
FIRST  SUNDAY  OF  ADVENT 
 
RECOLLECTING  OURSELVES  FOR  WORSHIP 
 Music (please use this time for quiet and reflection) 
 Gong [followed by silence] 

Call to Worship and Lighting the First Advent Candle 
 Hymn – 9 

Opening Prayers 
 
OUR  HUMANNESS  AND  GOD’S  GRACE 

Call to Confession 
Unison Prayer of Confession 
 
Gracious God, I live in a culture that is certainly habituated to 

happiness, and probably is addicted to it. I am one of those 

whose persistent preference is for enjoyment, pleasure, 

satisfaction, joy, cheerfulness, and the agreeable feeling of 

contentment.  And why not; to live in this way is delightful.  

However, like all emotional and psychological compulsions, 

this dependence is in reality an effort to manage and control 

other feelings that are more difficult and even painful.  I do 

enjoy happiness, but more than that I fear and loath feelings like 

sad, anxious, frightened, dejected, distressed, grieved, isolated 

and alone.  To feel happy when I actually feel happy is one 

thing.  But the pressure to feel happy when I actually feel 

something like distressed or isolated is different.  This effort 

wears me out and beats me up.  I think there is something 

wrong with me if I am not feeling happy.  I believe I am a 

failure as a human being if I am not content and cheerful.  I may 

be too habituated to happiness to actually feel distressed or 

alone.  But maybe it is possible for me to feel remorse or regret 

for being caught in this terrible bind of having to feel what I 

don’t, and being unable to feel what I do. 

 
Personal Prayer of Confession in Silence 
Assurance of Pardon 

 

LISTENING  FOR  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Story for the Children 
 Scripture – Luke 21:25-36 
 Prompting 
 Silence and Reflection 
 
RESPONDING  TO  THE  WORD  OF  GOD 
 Hymn – 463 
 Announcements 
 Minute for Mission 
 Our Gifts and Offerings 
 
   Praise God from whom all blessings flow; 
   Praise Christ all creatures here below; 
   Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter; 
   One God, Triune, whom we adore.  Amen. 
  
 The Prayers of the People and Lord’s Prayer 
   Our Father in heaven, 
    hallowed be your name, 
    your kingdom come, 
    your will be done, 
     on earth as it is in heaven. 
   Give us today our daily bread. 
   Forgive us our sins 
    as we forgive those who sin against us. 
   Save us in the time of trial 
    and deliver us from evil. 
   For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 
    now and forever.  Amen. 
         
GOING  OUT – to serve, to journey, to live the word 
 Hymn – 248 
 Charge and Benediction 
  



CALENDAR  OF  EVENTS 
TODAY     10:00  Worship 
        11:00  Coffee and Fellowship 
        11:20  Conversation 
        12:00  Lunch Bunch 
 

Lectionary Readings from Cycle C for December 6, 2015 
Malachi 3:1-4; Luke 1:68-79; Philippians 1:3-11; Luke 3:1-6. 

FYI 
 There is a sign-up sheet for bringing coffee-time food during 
the seasons of Advent and Christmas.  It is hoped we will bring 
food that has some meaning for us in that it was traditionally part 
of the celebration of Christmas. 
 This year, as last year, we will celebrate Christmas Eve on the 
day before, on Wednesday the 23rd rather than on Thursday the 
24th.  The service will begin at 7pm, and will be one of stories and 
singing.  What Christmas songs do you particularly want to sing?  
Write the titles on the sheet on the information table in the 
coffee room. 
 There are two articles available: a majorly revised version of 
“The First Cycle of the Church Year,” and a slightly revised version 
of “The Context of Advent and Christmas.” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ushers: Jim Plein and Richard Egan. 
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ADVENT (n) 

 

The coming or arrival, 

especially of something extremely important. 
 

Latin: Arrival; from “to come to.” 

 

 

We are all meant to be mothers of God. 
 

What good is it to me 

if this eternal birth of the divine son 

takes place unceasingly 

but does not take place within myself? 

 

And, what good is it to me 

if Mary is full of grace 

if I am not also full of grace? 

 

What good is it to me 

for the Creator to give birth to the Son 

if I do not also give birth to him 

in my time and in my culture? 

 

Then, this is the fullness of time: 

when the Son of God is begotten in us. 
 

from Meister Eckhart  (1260-1328), Medieval mystic and theologian 

  

http://www.faithpresbyterianrp.org/


First Sunday of Advent – Luke 21:25-36 
 The Church Year describes the process by which God brings 

about a substantial change in our experience of who we are. God 

undertakes this work in order to offset the excesses and imbalances 

in our life and bring us a more complete and full experience of the 

person we are. In this way we are able to interact with ourselves and 

others in a more just, equitable, fair and humane way. 

The First Cycle of the Church Year (the Seasons of Advent and 

Christmas and the Day of Epiphany) describes 1) something that is 

not typically part of our experience coming to our awareness, 2) the 

lengths we go through to be rid of it, 3) the failure of those efforts, 

4) our coming to accept our inability to change this, and 5) what God 

does to keep what has come to our awareness in our awareness. In 

the Ordinary Time following Epiphany what has entered our 

awareness gets explored. The Second Cycle of the Church Year (the 

Seasons of Lent and Easter and the Day of Pentecost) describes what 

God does so that what has come to our awareness ends up being 

established as a legitimate part of who we are. In the Ordinary Time 

following Pentecost what is now part of us becomes integrated into 

our identity and contributes to the self-understanding from which 

we operate in the world. This entire process begins with the Season 

of Advent which celebrates how something new comes to life in us 

and then is kept alive long enough for us to own and consider it. 

 Advent always begins with the appearance of a mythological 

figure known as the Son of Man. In mythology the Son of Man 

appears, and his arrival signals the end of the present age and the 

beginning of another age. We would describe an “age” as an 

identity, a thought-world or frame of mind. The arrival of the Son 

of Man we would experience as an internal “event” like a series of 

insights which cause our customary identity or frame of mind to 

weaken so that we are unable to keep our identity intact in a 

convincing way. We are no longer able to wholeheartedly believe in 

who we have always experienced ourselves to be. This faltering 

brings with it feelings of loss and being lost. The heart, energy, or 

motivation fall out of a way we have understood and experienced 

ourselves. We might continue to live as we have understood 

ourselves, but the heart is no longer in what we do or how we live, 

and therefore the meaning, purpose or benefit evaporates. Treating 

the images from the text as metaphors for our experience—we lose 

our bearings and are not able to confidently navigate our life; we get 

distressed, anxious and confused; we find ourselves in a quandary 

[the word means “at a loss mentally”] from there being too many 

loud and conflicting voices in our heads; some of what lies 

unconscious in us gets agitated and disturbed and we lose the familiar 

sense of ease we have had with our life; we lose strength and become 

afraid; what holds things together wavers and topples. The beginning 

of Advent is marked by these internal events occurring. 

Normally we do not question the way we live, act, feel, or think. 

We take pretty much at face value what we are and seem to be. 

However, at the beginning of Advent we are not able to do so because 

a change is under way in what we perceive to be true of ourselves. 

We see through the way we have acted or felt or thought, and begin 

to question it. We lose heart for something for which we have had 

heart because the meaning of it evaporates as we see through it. Once 

we see through what we have been and done we can no longer believe 

in it wholeheartedly, and the heart falls out of doing it and being it. 

 The counsel in a time like this is to stand up and raise our heads, 

i.e. look around, because an important part of our life is being 

reclaimed through these events. This is not the usual way we interpret 

these events. We usually make our loss of heart into a defect in us, 

rather than seeing it as part of our being transformed into something 

more. It is the nature of what is repressed to become visible, and of 

what is unconscious to become conscious. This is what we are 

experiencing. What God does is to inform us that we are acceptable 

with what has emerged being in our awareness. We are advised to 

“be on guard” [the words mean to hold the mind toward, i.e. pay 

attention] so that our hearts [actually minds] are not weighed down 

and burdened by the headaches that come from all the diversions in 

life. If we cannot pay attention to these internal events we will be 

caught in the experience of them like in a trap. We are advised to be 

alert [keep awake], praying [actually begging] to escape being 

distracted from all of this, and to stand and attend to the change that 

is under way. This change is part of the recovery of our life, and has 

to do with our being set free from what harms us. 
 [Jim Robie, 11-24-15, Lectionary Cycle C, Luke 21:25-36] 


